
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 26, 2009 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

October 26, 2009, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Whistler in the Community Room of 

the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 20 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Melanie Kurdys, Dale Posthumus, Rusty Rathburn, Randy Van Antwerp, 

Jennifer Whistler, and John Whyte 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Deb Polderman 

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 

Superintendent Wells invited the Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Dr. Ric Perry, to provide 

background on the first recognition.  Dr. Perry welcomed and recognized Northern High School teacher, 

Ms. Amy Meyer, for recently being named 2009 Michigan Business Teacher of the Year by the 

Michigan Business Education Association.  President Whistler presented Ms. Meyer with a certificate of 

recognition on behalf of the Board. 

 

President Whistler recognized Mr. Posthumus for achieving Level I Board Certification from the 

Michigan Association of School Boards.  She added this is a good symbol of dedication to Board duties 

and Mr. Posthumus’ efforts are appreciated. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Wells congratulated 25 students from both Central and 

Northern High Schools who were recently named to various levels of AP Scholar status.  She recognized the 

Northern High School Speech and Debate program for being named to the top five percent of National 

Forensic League Chapters.  The Superintendent wished both football teams good luck in the District playoffs 

noting Central High will play Ottawa Hills and Northern High is scheduled to play Caledonia.  She added if 

both teams win, they will face each other at McCamley Field. 

 

Superintendent Wells invited the Instructional Services Coordinator, Mrs. Sarah Baker, to share Red Ribbon 

Week details.  Mrs. Baker acknowledged the District’s celebration of Red Ribbon Week.  She discussed how 

this coincides with the Kalamazoo County Substance Abuse Task Force Youth Substance Abuse Prevention 

initiative, adding this one-year anniversary was about to be celebrated.  Mrs. Baker also provided 

background on the collaboration with Kalamazoo Community Mental Health to identify a District-based 

consultant who acts as a liaison resource person for students and families. 

 

Superintendent Wells invited the Community Relations Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, to share updates on 

the District’s response to citizen questions.  Mr. Vance discussed investigating how to best share 

additional Board information with interested parties.  He provided an update on appeals heard by the 

Transportation Advisory Committee, recommendations made and communications to those families. 
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Superintendent Wells thanked Big Brothers / Big Sisters for sponsoring the Girls to Women program and 

North Middle school and asked anyone interested in volunteering to contact Mr. Vance at the District office.  

She provided a flu update commenting on Central Middle’s two day closure.  The Superintendent informed 

the audience the District is in constant contact with the Health Department in these situations, there is daily 

monitoring, and she encouraged parents to provide due diligence as the flu will likely continue. 

 

The Superintendent reported on a State cut of $165 per pupil and a notification from the State of an 

additional shortfall in school funding, possibly cutting yet another $127 per pupil, for a total of $2.5 million 

from the 2009/10 school year.  She shared timelines for these cuts, reminded the audience the District is 

facing further cuts in the 2010/11 school year, and stressed Bond project funds can not be used to offset the 

deficit.  Superintendent Wells discussed outreach plans to key community stakeholders for ideas and ways to 

continue viable efficiencies and delivery of instruction adding a special budget work session has been 

scheduled for November 16
th
 to review potential cuts. 

 

Financial Report:  The Business Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock, informed the audience of the 

General Fund Condensed Statement of Revenues and Expenditures for the three months ended 

September 30, 2009.  Mrs. Colestock and Superintendent Wells responded to Trustee questions 

pertaining to cash flow, revenues, expenses, and budget amendments. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Whistler opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if there 

were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Posthumus explained guidelines the Board 

uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Julie Cartier, 2905 Coachlite Ave., a parent, shared concerns regarding walk zone changes and 

safety at Amberly Elementary and West Middle and inquired about the Transportation Advisory 

Committee (TAC).  She submitted a series of questions pertaining to this issue and requested the Board 

review the TAC’s operating procedures.  

 

Ms. Ellen Robare, 2423 Ridgefield, a parent, shared concerns regarding walk zone changes and safety at 

Amberly Elementary. 

 

President Whistler opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mr. Whyte informed the audience he had attended the Michigan Association for Media in Education 

(MAME) Presidents’ Award Gala event to accept the MAME Service Award on behalf of the Board of 

Education.  He presented this award to President Whistler noting the Board was recognized for 

continuing to support the library media program despite the failing economy and declining revenues 

from the State. 

 

Mr. Posthumus commented on the walk zone changes implemented, changes made to the initial 

decision, and the need to accommodate Milham Meadows students.  He challenged the Administration 

and the Transportation Advisory Committee to find an agreeable solution. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys discussed the additional proration news she received while attending the Michigan 

Association of School Board conference.  She thanked Superintendent Wells for responding to the 

transparency requests from citizens and is interested in further opportunities to provide District 
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information.  Mrs. Kurdys spoke in support of Mr. Posthumus’ comments on the walk zone changes.  

She thanked the parents, Transportation Advisory Committee, and Administration for their efforts to 

find a solution that will make safety a top priority. 

 

Mr. Van Antwerp offered condolences to the family of Mr. Fred Dunayczan, a retired teacher from the 

District. 

 

Mr. Rathburn echoed comments from Mr. Posthumus and Mrs. Kurdys regarding walk zone changes 

adding the District needs to do the best it can for all students. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

approve the Consent Agenda items, as presented.  Included on the Consent Agenda was the 

approval of Minutes of the September 28, 2009, Special and Regular Business Meeting and October 

12, 2009, Committee Of The Whole Work Session and the Red Ribbon Week Proclamation.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

President Whistler read the Red Ribbon Week Proclamation. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of Education 

award the Lake Center Elementary Traffic Signal Bid to Severance Electric of Kalamazoo in an 

amount not to exceed $97,350.36, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond Fund #2, as presented. 

 

This item was discussed in detail at the October 12
th

 Committee Of The Whole Work Session and Mr. 

John Spencer, Elementary Project Owners Representative, provided background on the request for the 

benefit of the audience. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Whyte, supported by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education award the 

Central High School Technology Infrastructure project to Parkway Electric & Communications of 

Holland, Michigan, in an amount not to exceed $395,179.00, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond 

Fund #1, as presented. 

 

This item was discussed in detail at the October 12
th

 Committee Of The Whole Work Session and the 

Director of Technology, Mr. Michael Batterson, shared background information for the benefit of the 

audience.  Mr. Batterson and Mr. Chris Hamilton, Technology Consultant from Secant Technologies, 

responded to Trustee questions pertaining to the contractor and budget. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ITEM OF INFORMATION 
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President Whistler shared the Audit Committee ad hoc charge to extend the work of the Committee so 

that it may assist the Administration to develop strategies to address revenue shortfalls in 2009/10 and 

2010/11. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys shared concerns with committee work not being visible to non-committee members.  She 

discussed the need for clear strategy, a timeline, and the importance of overall student achievement.  

Mrs. Kurdys supports the committee charge. 

 

Mr. Rathburn agreed with and supports the committee charge adding it would expedite the process. 

 

Mr. Van Antwerp commended the Administration for the District’s conservative fiscal structure.  He 

noted he was pleased with the Portage Education Association agreement, and while negotiations with 

other labor groups continue, he felt the custodial decision was difficult but it was the correct move for 

the District.  Mr. Van Antwerp discussed the large scope of reaching out to collect feedback from 

citizens and staff and stated he did not support the committee charge due to transparency concerns. 

 

Mr. Posthumus supported the committee charge and stressed the process is key. 

 

Mr. Whyte echoed comments made by Mr. Posthumus, noting his plans to be involved in gathering as 

much community input as possible regarding District options, possible savings, and consequences.  Mr. 

Whyte supports the committee charge. 

 

President Whistler expressed concerns about the committee structure and charge citing numerous 

Policies which already provide clear direction.  President Whistler did not support the committee 

charge. 

 

A discussion by Trustees continued until Mr. Posthumus called the question. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Posthumus, supported by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

move the Audit Committee ad hoc charge to an action item.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education approve 

the Audit Committee ad hoc charge to extend the work of the Committee so that it may assist the 

Administration to develop strategies to address revenue shortfalls in 2009/10 and 2010/11.  Motion 

carried by a vote of 4-2. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session for the purpose of discussing pending litigation [Section 8 (e) of the Open 

Meetings Act].  Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 8:10 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

RED RIBBON WEEK 

October 26-31, 2009 

 

 

WHEREAS, tobacco, alcohol and other drug usage among young people is a serious 

concern; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that visible, unified prevention education efforts by 

community members be launched to reduce the demand for drugs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free Youth, the Michigan 

Communities In Action for Drug-Free Youth, and the Portage Public Schools are 

sponsoring the National Red Ribbon Campaign offering citizens the opportunity to 

demonstrate their commitment to drug-free lifestyles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Red Ribbon Campaign will be celebrated in communities 

throughout America during "Red Ribbon Week", October 26-31, 2009; and 

 

WHEREAS, business, government, law enforcement, schools, religious institutions, 

service  organizations, youth, physicians, senior citizens, the military, sports teams, and 

individuals will demonstrate their commitment to drug-free, healthy lifestyles by wearing 

and displaying red ribbons during this week-long campaign; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage 

Public Schools does hereby proclaim October 26-31, 2009 as RED RIBBON WEEK, and 

encourage Portage citizens to participate in drug prevention education activities, showing 

our commitment to a drug-free community. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage Public 

Schools encourages all citizens to pledge:  My Choice . . . Drug-Free. 

 

 

Proclaimed this 26th day of October, 2009 

Portage Public Schools Board of Education 

 


